The following letter is from Catherine Newman to her fellow Amherst
residents. She is the author of books for both adults and children, and
her work has appeared in numerous anthologies as well as the New
York Times, Boston Globe, and Real Simple among others.

October, 2019

I wrote a love letter to the Jones Library which was published in O, the Oprah
Magazine and is reproduced on the back of this letter. So I don’t need to tell
you here how much I love our library (SO MUCH) or all the things I cherish
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there (SO MANY THINGS). The point of this page simply is to ask you to
donate to help keep our library as healthy, vibrant, and enriching as possible.
Which the Jones can only do with private donations from us, the residents
who use the library ourselves or who care about other residents who do.
(That’s pretty much all of us, I’m guessing.)

Almost 450,000 items are
loaned each year (410,00 of
them to me personally!)

Put another way, this is an important time to invest in what you believe in.
And what I believe in is books, literacy, and our community. I cannot convert
the value of my library membership into a donation (in borrowing books

272,000 people enter the
library buildings every year

rather than buying them, I save approximately 14 gazillion dollars a year,
which is money I don’t actually have. . . ). But I can think of the late fees I’m
no longer paying, thanks to the new policy. And then I can streeeeeeetch, to
give more than is actually comfortable. The neuroscience on charitable
donations supports this: Give more than you think you can, and your brain will

The Jones’ computer
workstations are used
25,000 times annually

release dopamine to reward you for your generosity. Win/win!

Are you a statistics kind of person? Check out the sidebar! Do these help at
all? Because recent donations are not keeping pace with the expense of

5,200 adults and 7,000
children attend programs
each year

these programs, and we need them to.

I’m going to give more than I probably should—to support this library, which I
count on for my own happiness, and which is such a vital, beautiful,
sheltering place for all of us. I hope you’ll do the same.

2,500 people attend ESL
tutoring sessions every year
(25% of the children in
Amherst’s schools come from

Yours very truly,

FRIENDS ANNUAL BOOK SALE AT THE JONES LIBRARY
Friday, 11/15/19 6-8pm - Friends Members (donors) only
Catherine

families whose first
language is not English)

Saturday, 11/16/19 9-3pm - Open to the public
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